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ERA Text and Significance
"Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by 
any State on account of sex." Section 1

Existing Protections

• The 14th Amendment's Equal Protection Clause

• Individual federal laws

Reality

• Women and other individuals face discrimination based on sex
• e.g. unequal pay, workplace harassment, pregnancy discrimination,
domestic violence, limited access to comprehensive health care, etc.

The ERA's Impact

• Elevated judicial scrutiny

• Protection against rollback of rights

• Precursor to additional legislative progress



ERA Ratification

Constitutional Amendment Process

• 2/3 of both houses of Congress approve

• 1972: Congress passed the ERA

• 3/4 of state legislatures ratify (38 of 50)

• 2020: Virginia became the 38th 
state to ratify the ERA

https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/constitution


The Issue of a Time Limit

• 1972: Ratification time limit set for 1979 in the preamble

• 1978: Ratification time limit extended to 1982

• 1982: Ratification three states short

• 2018: Ratification one state short

• National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) contacted DOJ's Office of Legal Counsel (OLC)

January 2020

• OLC's opinion

• NARA's statement

January 2022

• Congressmembers' letter to OLC to withdraw 2020 opinion

• OLC's statement on 2020 opinion pointing to Congress

• President Biden's statement calling on Congress

https://www.archives.gov/files/press/press-releases/2020/olc-letter-re-era-ratification-12-12-2018.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/olc/opinion/ratification-equal-rights-amendment
https://www.archives.gov/press/press-releases-4
https://www.blumenthal.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/125.22olceraletter.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/olc/file/1466036/download
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/01/27/statement-from-president-biden-on-the-equal-rights-amendment/


A Congressional Solution

A joint resolution to affirm that ERA is a valid part of the Constitution 
and address the question of a ratification time limit

S.J. Res. 4
•Introduced by Sens. Cardin (D-MD) and Murkowski (R-AK)
•February: Senate Judiciary Committee hearing
•March: floor vote

H.J. Res. 25
•Introduced by Rep. Pressley (D-MA-7)

117th Congress
•Passed in House (H.J. Res. 17) with bipartisan support
•Didn't go to a vote in Senate (S.J. Res. 1)

•Had 51 co-sponsors (Democratic Caucus and
Sens. Murkowski and Collins)

Photo: Wikimedia Commons

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-joint-resolution/4
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/committee-activity/hearings/the-equal-rights-amendment-how-congress-can-recognize-ratification-and-enshrine-equality-in-our-constitution
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-joint-resolution/25?s=1&r=20
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-joint-resolution/17
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-joint-resolution/1


The League and the ERA



League Positions and History

LWVUS supports…

• Equal rights for all under state and federal law 
regardless of sex, race, color, gender, religion, 
national origin, age, sexual orientation, or disability

• Ratification of the ERA

• Efforts to bring laws into compliance with the goals 
of the ERA

LWVUS coordinates with the ERA Coalition.

https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2020-12/LWV-impact-2020.pdf
https://www.eracoalition.org/


2022 National Convention

ERA added to the LWVUS Program

• "I move that the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) be added to 
the LWVUS program so that resources and focus be used to 
accomplish its passage and further our mission."

https://www.lwv.org/league-management/council-convention/items-passed-2022-convention


League Action in 117th Congress

• 1/21: Priorities to New Biden Administration

• 3/21: Letter to House

• 3/21: Press Statement on House's Passage

• 5/21: Letter to Senate

• 8/21: Press Statement on Biden's Women's Equality Day 
Proclamation

• 9/22: Letter to Senator Schumer

• 10/22: Letter to White House Gender Policy Council

• 11/22: State League Letters Package to Senator Schumer

https://www.lwv.org/blog/lwvus-priorities-new-biden-administration
https://www.lwv.org/expanding-voter-access/lwvus-letter-congress-re-era-ratification
https://www.lwv.org/newsroom/press-releases/lwv-celebrates-house-vote-eliminate-era-deadline
https://www.lwv.org/league-calls-senate-pass-resolution-removing-era-timeline
https://www.lwv.org/newsroom/press-releases/lwv-statement-president-bidens-womens-equality-day-proclamation
https://www.lwv.org/lwvus-urges-senate-majority-leader-schumer-schedule-vote-eliminate-timeline-ratification-equal
https://www.lwv.org/lwvus-asks-white-house-gender-policy-council-urge-president-send-guidance-us-archivist-publish


League Action in 118th Congress

2/23

• Action Alert urging Congress to support S.J. Res. 4/H.J. Res. 25
• Email to League members and supporters

• Outreach Circle

• Testimony to Senate Judiciary Committee

https://www.lwv.org/take-action/tell-congress-equality-belongs-constitution
https://www.lwv.org/lwvus-submits-testimony-senate-hearing-equal-rights-amendment-era


What Can You Do?
Public Education...

Talking Points

• The ERA will constitutionally protect the equality of rights under the law regardless of sex

• The ERA has met all ratification requirements

• Women continue to face discrimination based on sex
• Clear in the ongoing fights against unequal pay, workplace harassment, pregnancy discrimination, 

domestic violence, etc.

• S.J. Res. 4
• Cosponsored by Senators Cardin and Murkowski
• Will affirm that the ERA is a valid part of the Constitution and address the question of a ratification 

time limit

• Nearly 75% of Americans support the ERA (AP-NORC)

Resources

• LMS ERA Toolkit
• LWVUS Action Alert

https://apnews.com/article/nyc-wire-nc-state-wire-us-news-ap-top-news-politics-42b93fd7386089110543f4e1827ded67
https://www.lwv.org/ERAToolkit
https://www.lwv.org/take-action/tell-congress-equality-belongs-constitution


Questions?
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