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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 

Of the league of Women Voters of Manatee County 

April 27, 2024 

 

Call to Order:  Ruth Harenchar called the meeting to order at 11:05 am.  The quorum of 15 was 
exceeded by the attendance of 65.  Ruth noted that the potted flowers on the table were donated by 
Sherrill Kaplan.  Ruth announced that whoever had the most years of League membership at each 
table should take the centerpiece plant home.  Ruth praised the accomplishments of the League 
for the past year (from April 1, 2023), complementing the work, knowledge, and collaborative efforts 
of the members and action teams.   

Ruth briefly highlighted each of the action teams and those chairs present stood for recognition.  
Voter Services, led by Terri Kondos (not present), is the core of the League’s mission.  Ruth 
acknowledged the efforts of Denise Elswick for the organization of the many tabling efforts for voter 
registration.   Education Issues, led by Merrie Lynn Parker, is a dynamic team which has good 
relationships with the school superintendent and staff. The Social Issues action team has been led 
by Helen Andersen (not present) and has demonstrated the ability to work with a wide range of 
issues.  Gun Safety, led by Holly Kennedy (not present), has built relationships with the VA and local 
police chiefs in their effort to broaden gun safety efforts. Natural Resources led by Dawn Hallsten 
has worked on collaborative efforts for clean water and has hosted fun events such as an outing to 
Emerson Point.  Government action team, led by Ginger McCallum (not present) has been 
recognized by the Florida League for its observations of the Board of County Commissioners.  The 
Reproductive Rights action team has been notable in its recent efforts to support the signature 
campaign to add Amendment 4 to the referendum in November.  Membership committee members 
Felecia Jett, Sherrill Kaplan, and Lyle Landon were recognized for the 9% growth in the League’s 
membership in 2023.  Ruth gave a thank you to all involved. 

Adoption of the Agenda: No changes were proposed.   

Approval of the Minutes of the April 23, 2022, Annual Meeting: The minutes were reviewed, and 
no changes were proposed.  The motion to accept the minutes was made by Dawn Hallsten and 
seconded by Lyle Landon.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Treasurer’s Report 2023-24 and Consideration of Budget 2024-25: Mary Collins was not present.  
Ruth noted that the budget (pages 6-8 of the Annual Report) was developed by the Budget 
Committee and shows income based on the current dues sharing model, which will change at 
some point during the year.   The motion to approve the budget was made by Lesley Jacobs.  The 
motion passed unanimously.  

Consideration of Proposed Bylaws: Dawn Hallsten reviewed all the proposed changes as detailed 
on the redlined copy that was distributed to members prior to the meeting. There was no discussion 
or questions. The motion to approve the proposed changes was made by Dawn Hallsten. The vote 
to accept the changes was unanimous.   
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Consideration of Proposed Policies:  

 

Affirmation of Continuing Local Program: Ruth explained that the League will continue with the 
current local program (pages 11-12) which has been so effective.  There were no questions.  The 
motion to affirm continuation was made by Mary Reed and seconded by Judy Kreiling.  The vote to 
continue the Local Program was unanimous. 

Presentation of Nominating Committee Report:  Maureen Zaremba was not able to attend the 
meeting due to illness.  Ruth presented the slate of candidates for Officers, Board Members, and 
Nominating Committee members. There were no nominations from the floor.  The motion to 
approve the slate was made by Nancy Reed.  The candidates were elected by a unanimous vote.  

Officers 

 Vice-President: Dawn Hallsten (one year term, position open since 2023) 

 Secretary: Coleen Friedman (two-year term, even numbered years) 

 Treasurer: Mary Collins (two-year term, even numbered years) 

Board Members Class of 2024-2026 – (Two-year term) 

 Felecia Jett 

 Lyle Landon 

 Jacquie McNeil 

Board Members Class of 2023-2025 

 Lucia Callaway (one year term to fill vacancy) 

Nominating Committee -  Two non-board members elected including Chair (one year term) 

 Sherrill Kaplan (Chair) 

Maureen Zaremba 

 

Presentation of New Board:  

In addition to the newly elected members, the following are continuing Board members:  

Continuing in 2nd of two-year terms on the Board:  

Co-President: Ruth Harenchar 

Co-President: Alice Newlon 

Board member: Ginger McCallum 

Board member: Merrie Lynn Parker 
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Board Member appointed in May Board meeting – Terri Kondos 

Nominating Committee (one year term) appointed in May Board meeting – Lyle Landon 

The newly elected and continuing officers and members were recognized with applause.  

Recognition of Outgoing Board: Ruth recognized outgoing members Pamela Clarke-Davis, Sherrill 
Kaplan, and Helen Andersen for their contributions.  Sherrill was in attendance and was recognized 
by applause. 

First Presidential Recognition Award: Ruth announced that she and Alice wanted to create an 
award for an outgoing Board member who had served with exceptional distinction.  This year’s 
inaugural recipient is Helen Andersen, Chair of the Social Issues action team.  Helen and her family 
have recently moved, however, during her time on the Board and as chair she clearly earned 
recognition with this award. 

Questions and Discussion: Ruth recognized the LWVMC Student Chapter President at New 
College, Meilah Wimbush.  Ruth also recognized the current liaison to the New College chapter, 
Deb Mazzaferro.    Robyn Davis, Intern Supervisor, asked for the floor to announce that Meilah has 
been recognized by New College for an award .  Ruth also recognized several former County 
Commissioners who were in attendance.   

Adjournment: Declaring that “democracy was served again in the past year” Ruth adjourned the 
meeting at 11:37 am.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Coleen Friedman, Secretary 

 


