
Regaining Our Voice



League of Women Voters Mission

2

LWV is nonpartisan and encourages 

informed and active participation in 

government, works to increase 

understanding of major public policy 

issues, and influences public policy 

through education and advocacy



Empowering 
Voters, 
Defending 
Democracy

Nonpartisan voter 
education for 
informed decisions

Advocacy for fair 
policies to ensure fair, 
accessible elections

Defending voting 
rights 
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Recent Moves 
to Silence 

Florida Voters

Changes in Requirements 
for Citizen Initiatives

Florida Save Act

Florida Redistricting



Major Changes to Citizen Initiative Requirements
1. New Restrictions on Petition Circulators

1. Limits on collecting signatures:
2. Non-residents, non-citizens, and individuals with un-restored felony convictions are 

prohibited from collecting signatures
3. Mandatory registration for petition circulators, including passing an online training 

program and test before collecting more than 25 signatures

2. Increased Signature and Verification Requirements
1. Sponsors must gather signatures equal to 8% of votes cast in the last presidential 

election, distributed across at least half of Florida’s congressional districts. 
2. Supervisors of Elections must report error rates and annually set the cost of 

signature verification

3. Petition Form Changes (Effective July 1, 2025)
1. Petition forms must prominently display: Petition number, Ballot title and summary, 

Public-record notice, Warnings about duplicate signatures and incomplete forms
2. Petition signers must provide sensitive personal information, which becomes part of 

the public record



Florida Save Act
• Proof of U.S. citizenship is required for anyone registering to vote or updating their voter 

registration. 
• Supervisors of Elections must verify citizenship using specified government data sources. 

If the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (DHSMV) indicates a person is 
not a citizen or lacks documentation, the application is flagged for review. 

• The statewide voter registration application is revised to include an explicit 
acknowledgment of U.S. citizenship, and the applicant’s citizenship status must be 
recorded in the statewide voter registration system. 

• Certain forms of ID previously accepted for voting—such as student IDs—are no longer 
valid. The law narrows acceptable identification options for both registration and voting. 

• Individuals must provide proof of citizenship if their name has changed, such as after 
marriage, and the state cannot verify citizenship under the new name. 

• Driver’s licenses and state ID cards must include the holder’s legal status, aligning with 
REAL ID documentation requirements. 

• The state is required to remove individuals from voter rolls if officials believe they are not 
eligible to vote, based on the new verification processes. 

• Candidates must disclose any dual citizenship they hold. 
• Major provisions take effect January 1, 2027, though some elements are already active. 



Fair Maps Constitutional Amendment

Rule Category Requirement Constitutional Source

Anti-gerrymandering No intent to favor/disfavor a party 
or incumbent Art. III §20–21 (Tier 1)

Minority protections No diminishing minority ability to 
elect candidates of choice Art. III §20–21 (Tier 1)

Contiguity Districts must be contiguous Art. III §20–21 (Tier 1)

Population equality As equal as practicable Art. III §20–21 (Tier 2)

Compactness Districts must be compact Art. III §20–21 (Tier 2)

Use of boundaries Follow city/county/geographic 
lines when feasible Art. III §20–21 (Tier 2)



Fair Maps by Party Affiliation

Republican Party Democratic Party Minor Parties No Party Affiliation 
(NPA) Total

5,545,284 4,052,862 478,145 3,338,457 13,414,748
41.30% 30.20% 3.60% 24.90%

Total Republican Democrat
Fair Maps 28 16 12

Current Maps 28 20 8
DeSantis  Map 28 24 4



2022 
Congressional 

Map



NEW 
Congressional 

Map

https://substack.com/redirect/20c55176-4cea-4552-90b2-174a512bb371?j=eyJ1IjoiNWlkMHYifQ.g8nAHIbsRpm-aAAsDGp1TeQaToO5zzBzwbaAIaG023M


OLD 
Congressional 

District 16



NEW 
Congressional 

District 16



How Redistricting Affects Manatee County
• 1. Manatee County becomes the anchor of a much larger District 16

• The new configuration places all of Manatee County into Florida’s 16th 
Congressional District, along with large portions of southern Pinellas County 
and smaller parts of Sarasota, DeSoto, Hardee, and Polk. This creates a district 
of roughly 769,000 residents, with Manatee’s ~400,000 residents forming the 
dominant voting bloc. 

• Impact on individuals:
• Your representative is now more likely to prioritize Manatee’s suburban and 

inland concerns over coastal or urban issues from other counties.
• The district becomes more reliably Republican, reducing competitiveness and 

making it less likely that campaigns will target swing voters.
• 2. Democratic areas are absorbed into a Republican-leaning district

• Parts of deep-blue St. Petersburg and beach communities are added to District 
16, but because Manatee’s population is larger and more conservative, these 
voters have less influence. This is part of a broader pattern of “cracking” 
Democratic areas across Tampa Bay. 

• Impact on individuals:
• If you lean Democratic, your vote may feel less impactful.
• If you lean Republican, your district is now more secure for your preferred 

candidates. The representative, however, is less concerned about Manatee.



Regaining Our Voice



Message for 
Busy People

You don’t need hours. 

You don’t need to be an expert. 

You don’t need to attend every meeting.

You just need to take a few small, 
strategic actions that carry big 
weight.



Contact Your Representatives
• (3–5 minutes)
• Email, phone or write.
• A short, polite message — even a single sentence — gets logged 

and counted. 
• Use 5Calls app or 5calls.org
• Examples:

• “Take spending $1billion for a White House ballroom out of the budget”
• “We need State College of Florida to support Manatee and Sarasota 

Counties . They are the only institution supporting nursing and teacher 
education locally.”

• You don’t need to write an essay. Volume matters more than 
length.



Target Your Messaging

• Get emails from “human rights/political” organizations supporting 
issues you care about. ACLU, Southern Poverty Law Center, 
League of Women Voters, Florida Policy Institute, Planned 
Parenthood 

• Sign up for legislative alerts so you only get the updates that 
matter

• Send in their prepared alerts



Share One Piece of Reliable Information

• (30 seconds)
• Forward an event, article, or resource to one friend or neighbor. 

You don’t need to educate everyone — just amplify.
• A busy person’s influence grows when they help others stay 

informed.



Show Up When It Counts

• You don’t need to attend every meeting. But showing up for one 
key vote, one hearing, or one community event can have 
outsized impact.

• Pick the moments that matter most — and be present.



Stay Registered, Stay Updated

• Check your voter registration status a few times a year — 
especially after moves, name changes, or major statewide rule 
changes. A quick check ensures your voice isn’t accidentally 
silenced.

• If possible, call the Supervisor of Elections to do updates or 
register for Vote-by-Mail.

• Talk to others. Get them excited about voting and let them know 
how to use vote by mail and early voting



Vote in Every Election — Especially Local Ones

• Local elections often have the biggest impact on daily life and the 
smallest turnout. A single vote carries more weight here than 
almost anywhere else.

• Busy? Vote early or vote by mail — the most time-efficient 
options.

• Have a voting plan!



Optional “High-Impact Extras” Your Voice

• Join a civic group (even passively)
• Attend one workshop or presentation a year
• Volunteer for a single shift as a poll worker



Observations? 

Questions? 
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